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Assignment: This summer, students will read Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand. Here is a brief synopsis of 
the story: 

Unbroken is a true account of one man’s prodigious journey from juvenile delinquency, to the 
1936 Berlin Olympics as a world-class runner, to participating in World War II bombing missions 
on Japanese-held territory. While on a search-and-rescue mission, Louis (Louie) Zamperini’s B-24 
bomber crashes in the Pacific Ocean. Of eleven men aboard, only Louie and two other men 
survive, climbing into life rafts. One man eventually dies, and Louie and his pilot float on. On the 
forty-seventh day, they are captured by the Japanese. Sadistic guards at Japanese prison camps, 
attempting to erase all traces of dignity from their captives, physically torture, starve, enslave, 
and mentally abuse Louie and other fellow prisoners of war. After the war, Louie stumbles 
through addiction, failed business ventures, and a strained marriage before finding redemption 
(Penguin, 2018). 
 

• Students should read the adult version of the novel-not the junior version. 
• Students are strongly encouraged to take Cornell notes on the material as they read.  
◦ Aim to take about ½ page of notes per chapter. Do not go overboard!  
◦ While note taking, focus on major themes, symbols, and major characters. 
◦ Define any difficult vocabulary you encounter. 

• While there is a movie on the book, I do not recommend using it as a substitute. There are many 
important events that happen within the text that are completely left out of the movie. The 
assignment I give will hinge on those important parts that are missing from the movie.   

• Students will complete a quiz with a writing component on Friday, September 9th.  
• If you have received this assignment and you end up signing up for Finney late, you are STILL 

RESPONSIBLE to complete the summer assignment. I will give you the assignment upon your return. 
 
If you have any questions about this assignment, do not hesitate to contact me at the address above. I 
check my email throughout the summer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


