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Charles Finney Summer Reading Questions 

Context: Charles G. Finney was a part of an era in U.S. History that historians coined The 
Second Great Awakening: 

“The Second Great Awakening was a U.S. religious revival that began in the late eighteenth 
century and lasted until the middle of the nineteenth century. While it occurred in all parts of the 
United States, it was especially strong in the Northeast and the Midwest. 

By the late 1700s, many people in the U.S. no longer regularly attended church services. This 
occurred for several reasons. Some believed that God did not play an important role in everyday 
life. God was also supposedly unconcerned with a person's church attendance; rather, God would 
judge the person on how he or she had lived his or her life on Earth. Other people had become 
too consumed with earning a living to have time to worship God. As a result of declining 
religious convictions, many religious faiths sponsored religious revivals. These revivals 
emphasized human beings' dependence upon God” (Second Great Awakening, n.d.). 

 

There will be class discussions and a final test on this book during the first weeks of school. 

 

Chapter 1 

1. In Rochester, who was Finney’s typical audience? 
 
 

2. What was the “anxious seat”? 
 
 

3. How long was Finney in Rochester? 
 
 

4. What are some pieces of evidence that the author gives for Finney being titled “the greatest evangelist 
since apostolic times”? 
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Chapter 2  

1. Where was Finney born (town and state)?   
 
 

2. Describe the religious background of the Finneys.  
 
 

3. What kind of career does the author say Finney was perfect for at the end of the chapter? What did he 
possess that made him perfect for this vocation?  
 
 

4. Describe Finney’s relationship with Christianity at this point in the book. 
 

Chapter 3 

1. Finney’s Bible reading causes him to feel anxious. Why does this happen? Explain. 
 
 

2. Finney, who is not a Christian at this point, notes that the church prays, but their prayers are not 
answered. Explain why you think this is. What is missing? 
 

 

Chapter 4 

1. What were the Reverend Gale’s views? What are the flaws in his presentation of scripture? 
 

2. Why did the Reverend Gale “give up” on Finney? 
 
 

3. How was Finney increasingly disturbed as time went on? What kinds of questions did he have? 
 

4. What hinders Finney at first from receiving the Lord? Where does he go to pray and why? 
 

Chapter 5 

1. What passage of scripture comes to mind as Finney wrestles with the state of his soul? What is the 
significance of this passage for him? 
 

2. What does Finney say he will do if “he is ever converted”? 
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3. What eventually replaces Finney’s questions about the gospel? 
 

4. How does Finney describe the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 
 

5. How do Finney’s interests change after his experience with the Holy Spirit? 
 

6. Describe the effect Finney’s conversion had on his town and family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 6 

Pages 56-57 

1. Even though he had no formal education in ministry or theology, what did Finney possess? 
 
 

2. How did Finney’s audiences describe his sermons? 
 

Pages 64-68 (don’t read past 68) 

3. What did Finney do to outrage the congregation? 
 
 

4. How did Finney approach most of his sermons? What role did the Holy Spirit play? 
 

 

The rest of the chapter and most of chapter 7 involves Finney going into different communities that 
have low church attendance or no minister. Many people in these towns hold the false beliefs about 
Christianity. He oversees revivals in these towns and deals effectively with opposition. 

Chapter 7 

1. Who does Finney marry? 
 

Go to page 89 

2. What (and who) was Finney completely dependent on? 
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Chapter 8 

Pages 91-93 

1. How did Pastor Gale greet Finney? What did he want Finney to do?  
 
 
2. What was the outcome of Finney confronting the people in Western about their prayers? 

 

Page 97-100 

3. How did Finney describe the power of the Holy Ghost? 
 
 

4. How many conversions were reported during Finney’s 20 days of preaching in Rome? 
 
 

Read about Theodore Weld’s conversion on pages 104-108 

Chapter 9 

Pages 113-116 

1. Where was news of Finney’s revivals spreading to? 
 
 

2. What were the false accusations against Finney’s preaching? 
 

 

 

Page 126 

1. In the last paragraph, how does the author say Finney generally approached opposition and 
criticism?  
 

 

Chapter 10 

Pages 127-128 

1.  A young woman asked if Finney would come lead a revival in Stephentown, NY. What interesting 
event happened while he was on his way there?  
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Pages 137-138 

1. What city had Finney traveled to at this point? 
 
 
 

2. Without attending a church service, there were reports of people living in the wilderness coming to 
know Christ. How was that possible? 

 

This chapter mainly discusses Finney’s travels and revivals in Pennsylvania towns. The 
author includes personal stories of individuals’ conversions. 

 

Pages 148-149 

1. What city was Finney now being called to? 
 
 

2. What issues were going on in the churches of this city? 
 
 

3. At first, Finney did not want to go to this city, but what made him change his mind? 
 

Chapter 11 

Pages 150-151 

1. What types of people came to hear Finney in Rochester? 
 

Middle of 153 to top of 155 

1. What “new measure” did Finney begin to use in Rochester? What was his justification for using this 
method? 
 

Pages 156-159 

1. How was Finney’s style of preaching able to reach the common person? 
 
 

2. How did the newspaper, Finney, Beecher and the author describe the revivals that happened in 
Rochester? 
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Chapter 12 

Pages 162-164 

1. What three cities did Finney go to after he returned to Auburn? 
 
 

2. How did the Holy Spirit impact the oppositional Christians in Boston? 
 
 

3. Where did the Finneys go next? 
 

Skim through chapters 13 and 14 

Chapter 15 

Pages 187-190 

1. Where does Finney return to and who is his audience? 
 
 

2. How did Finney approach this audience? 
 
 

3. Who did Finney marry at the end of the chapter? 
 

Chapter 16 

Pages 191-192 

1. Where does Finney go at the beginning of the chapter? 
 
 

2. How did Finney deal with opposition in England? 
 
 

Page 194 

3. At least how many people were converted in the revival meetings in London? 
 

Chapter 17 

Pages 200-203 
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For the remainder of the book, the author discusses Finney’s legacy.  

1. In his day, what were some of the issues he spoke out against? 
 
 

2. Which of Finney’s practices stood the “test of time”? 
 
 

3. How old was Finney when he died? 
 


